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know). Newbolt capped this by a Northumberland story
of a Mrs, Pearse, a friend of his family who lives at Otter-
burn and had a party to which some of the Percy ladies
from Alnwick came; on which a village woman said,
" I'm glad the Percy ladies came; it's the first time any
Percies have been since the battle! " (which I think was
fought about 1402!). On which Barrie went one better
with the Grants, who say that in the Bible text" there were
giants in those days " ' giants * is an obvious misprint for
Grantsl Then we talked of Horace, and AJ.B. asked if
any scholar could ever make an imitation that would take
anyone in. I said Jebb could, no doubt, of any author,
and Kipling, Godley and Graves had at least taken the
Scotsman in with their ninth book of the Odes—of which
he had not heard.
To Walter Crum	March 15,1925
... I am now well embarked in that uncomfortable
task, which I rather rashly undertook, of writing a volume
for the English Men of Letters on our old friend,
" more than you would suppose ", Walt Whitman. He
had a great man in him but was also something of a
democratic ass! We shall see—I shall be glad when it is
done.
To Lord Gorett	4, Onslow Gardens, S.W.
March 19, 1925
MY DEAR GOBELL,
Many thanks for your two letters and for your kind gift
of your new book.1 I am sure I shall find interesting
things in it and I am glad to see from what Hadow says
that you cheer and inspire us instead of describing us—
with so many of the young poets and novelists—as living
in the gutter and not deserving to live even there*
1 The Spirit of Happiness,

